
With the increasing fear of invasion from the French, Lord Palmerston ordered the 
construction of a series of Forts in order to protect Britain’s coastline.

The War Office feared an enemy force capturing the harbour would enable them to 
use the quays to land and keep supplied an attacking group. They could then 
potentially attack our main port of Portsmouth from the rear, and then even go on 
to attack our capital.

Builders Messrs Locke and Nesham were awarded the contract and construction 
started in February 1854. Local men were employed under supervision of Captain 
Fenwick of the Royal Engineers to construct the fort, and the Fort was finally 
completed during the September of 1854.

The Fort was armed with three 68-pounder guns and two 32-pounder, each of 
which being capable of firing up to 1600 yards (1463.04 meters, or 0.9 miles.)

The Fort incorporated two underground magazines, which were capable of housing 
126 barrels of gunpowder.

The Fort accommodated two Infantry Officers, one Master Gunner and 42 soldiers. 
Later, an external barracks was constructed just north of the Fort that billeted an 
additional 30 men.

The ramparts were built up high in order to command the shore and the low-lying 
marshy ground at the rear, and were surrounded by a ditch that was 26 feet wide.www.littlehamptonfort.co.uk

Littlehampton Fort was the prototype, and the very first of Lord Palmerston’s Forts 
which were constructed along our coastline. Lessons were learnt from 
Littlehampton directly contributed to improved developments of subsequent 
coastal fortifications. The flagship of these being Fort Nelson, one of the Portsdown 
ring Forts protecting Portsmouth harbour.

The Fort is currently on the Historic England ‘at risk’ register and work is now being 
undertaken to protect and restore the fort.

Started in 2011, the Littlehampton Fort Restoration Project is the vision of Andy 
Orpin, and the team he has assembled who are very keen to see the currently 
damaged and overgrown Fort saved for future generations to enjoy.

The project has attracted a team of volunteers who are passionate about seeing the 
Fort restored, and the number of volunteers is always growing.

If you’re interested in becomming involved, or would like to support us in some 
way, then please get in touch. Visit www.littlehamptonfort.co.uk for details.


