
2014 will see the quarterly 

newsletters as promised.  Full of 
useful and interesting infor-
mation on the Fort and the  
projects progress. 

 
I hope you enjoy this edition of 
the Members Newsletter, and 

find out some interesting infor-
mation on the Fort and the res-
toration project.  If you have 

any suggestions, on other things 
you would like to see in these 
editions, please email  

Carine directly on: secretary 
@littlehamptonfort.co.uk. 
 

Regards 
Andy Orpin 
 
Chairman – Littlehampton Fort 
Restoration Project 

 

Welcome to the second  

edition of the Littlehampton 
members newsletter.  I must 
firstly make an apology.  We 
promised you a newsletter 

every quarter, and this hasn’t  
happened.  We have had a lot 
of hoops to jump through and 

along the way I was hoping to 
keep you updated, hence the 
delays, but they have taken 

longer than we anticipated. 

We move forward into   

Christmas with a spring in our 
step, and hope in our hearts.  
We have made some really 
good progress both with the 

land owners and also within the 
organisation.   
 

We welcome new faces onto 
the Management Team and as 
you can see from this edition, a 

whole new level of Newsletter 
publication. Carine, as the new 
Secretary, has taken the job of 

editing and creation of the 
quarterly newsletter.  I am sure 
you would agree, she has    

already proved to be able to  
produce work, to a very high 
standard.  Carine is particularly 

passionate about the project 
and I am sure she will do us all 
proud and continue the good 

work.  
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Carine Harvey 

Maddy Boone 

Changes to the Management Team 

2013 has seen some further 

changes to the management 

team. The Littlehampton Fort 

Restoration Project would 

like to warmly welcome 

Carine Harvey, and Maddy 

Boone both to the team. 

 

Carine was interviewed for 

the role of secretary in a  

special meeting held by the 

management team on the  

30 October 2013, and was  

subsequently voted in as  

secretary with  immediate 

effect. This has allowed Bill to 

fall back into his previous role 

as  Research and Fundraising    

coordinator.  

Many thanks to Bill for helping 

out while this role was being 

filled.  

 

Dave Harris has done an  

excellent job as the filling in as 

Treasurer, but has now hand-

ed over the Maddy.  He will 

still remain an active member,  

and will continue to assist Bill 

with fundraising, and remain in 

the fundraising committee.  

 

We would like to take this 

opportunity to thank Dave for 

all his hard work and contin-

ued contributions to this  

project. 

 

This left a new vacancy for a 

Treasurer which was filled by 

Maddy Boone who was voted 

in as the new treasurer at the 

Annual General Meeting on 

the 28 November 2013. 

 

Both appointees come from a 

strong administration and 

organisational background and 

have a wealth of skills to bring 

to the table, and will both be 

excellent assets to the pro-

ject.   

So naturally when I was first 

asked to audit the books and 
heard about the position of 

Treasurer coming up, I of-
fered my services, and feel 

real privileged to have been 
accepted on board. 

 

I am looking forward to   

getting more involved in the 

project, working with the 

team and getting to know the 

area a little more too. 

As a fully qualified Bookkeeper, 

I have always loved everything 
and anything to do with ac-

counts and figures.  When I first 
heard about this project, I was 

intrigued by it mostly because of 
its military background and my 

interest in that area, and also 
because my husband was a high-

ly ranked Officer in the South 
African army, I got to know 

Andy a little more and his pas-
sion for the project got me  

"hooked".  

I have had a love of all things 

military since I was an Air  
cadet in my teen years, and 

supported by a step father 
who was a Regimental      

Sergeant Major for the South 
African Defence Force.  

 
I was introduced to the fort in 

June 2013 where my interest 
was fuelled by the passion that 

Andy holds for this project. I 
currently come from a medical 

background and have  
previously held a host of  

administration, secretarial and 

PA positions.  I feel I have a lot 
of transferable skills, which will  

allow me to get involved in  
helping this project reach its 

goals.  
 

It's an exciting and important 
project and I feel privileged to 

be part of the management 
team, and actively involved in 

helping the fort.. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Chairman  

Andy Orpin: Re-elected as 
Chairman at the AGM    
28 November 2013 

 
Secretary 
Carine Harvey: Newly 

appointed as Secretary on 
30 Ocotber 2013 
 

Treasurer 
Maddy Boone: Voted in as 
Treasurer at the AGM   
28 Novemebr 2013 

 
Research & Funding 
Bill Dalson: Remains in 

the role of Research and 
Fundraising Co-ordinator 
 

Business & IT 
John Rhodes: Remains in 
the role of Business and 

IT advisor 

M E M B E R S  N E W S L E T T E R  
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achieve in the proposed two year 

conservation project.  
 

We reiterated that we understood 
that their Club is important to them, 

and that they are as passionate about 
golf, as we are about the fort.  We 

proposed an agreement to carry out  
work, that is needed to remove the 

fort form the “at risk” register with 
English Heritage.  We emphasised  

the importance we would put on 
ensuring that the works would not 

effect the members day to day play-
ing at the club. 

 
The members had many concerns 

and questions, but the main one’s 
were “What would happen after the 

initial 2 years”, “How this would 
affect the Golf Club” and “How we 

planned on removing the ivy safely”. 
We explained that the initial project 

would be to restore and maintain 
what is currently there, in order to 

take the fort off of the English Herit-
age’s “at risk register” and then to 

work with the Littlehampton Golf 
Club thereafter, to ensure access is 

granted to the site to maintain the 
structure, and to prevent further 
growth and damage.  

Although there were concerns and 

some negative remarks, there were 
equally positive remarks from some 

of the members, and we feel the 
presentation made the positive im-

pact we were hoping for. 
 

Many thanks to Tony Bence and all 
the Littlehampton Golf Club Mem-

bers for allowing us the time to con-
duct the presentation, and for inviting 

us to answer their questions. 
 

We have been informed that the Golf 
club are due to meet on the 3rd De-

cember to discuss this matter further,  
and we hope to get a pleasant sur-

prise in time for Christmas. We will 
keep you posted of any progress as it 

happens. 
 

All the questions and their answers 
can now be found on the web site for 

you to have a look at. 
 

 www.littlehamptonfort.co.uk 

This year has been a challenging year 

in regards to negotiations with the 
Littlehampton Golf Club. As owners 

of the land, the decision  is very much 
in their hands about what happens in 

relation to the fort.   As some of you 
may or may not know, we have been 

in negotiations with the club through-
out the last two years to allow us 

onto the fort to achieve our aims. 
 

On the 4th of October the Little-
hampton Golf Club met with their 

members to discuss the fort and the 
projects aims. The members had a 

multitude of questions which they 
wanted answering, and Tony Bence 

the chairman of the golf club decided, 
that the best way forward would be 

for us to meet the members and 
answer their questions directly. 

 
We were kindly invited to do a   

presentation to the members to an-
swer their questions, and listen to 

their concerns. On the 18th of No-
vember 2013, the management team 

met with the members at the Little-
hampton Golf Club and had the   

opportunity to explain to them what 
our aims were, and what we hope to 

The Littlehampton Golf Club 

M E M B E R S  N E W S L E T T E R  

H E L P  U S  S A V E  T H E  F O R T  

http://www.littlehamptonfort.co.uk/
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In May this year we completed an application for 

“Grant Aid” from the Littlehampton Town 

Council. On the 3rd of July we received formal 

notification from Rosie Parfitt, Assistant Town 

Clerk, of  our grant award. 

 

We are very pleased to announce that the   

Littlehampton Town Council has been very 

generous and have given us a £500 grant. This 

Grant will be used to purchase the tools and 

safety equipment that is needed. 

 

As we move into 2014 with the renewed hope 

of beginning work on the fort soon, this grant 

will be hugely beneficial in helping us acquire 

some of the necessary small tools, and equip-

ment we will need to conduct the work for the 

project.  

We would like to thank the Littlehampton Town 

Council and Rosie Parfitt, whole-heartedly for their 

continued interest and support in our project. 

 

Once the work is under way and the grant used, a 

list will be available online of the goods bought with 

this generous grant. 

 Grant from the Littlehampton Town Council 

Grant Award 2013 

M E M B E R S  N E W S L E T T E R  

The felt laid 

down on the East 

Many Thanks 

Travis Perkins, Littlehampton 

The fort is next to the West Beach 

Sand Dunes, which is classed as a Site 
of Scientific Interest and are home to 

many wildlife, birds and plants. A host 
of surveys had to be conducted on the 

fort to ascertain if there were any 
likely aspects that could become un-

der threat if we cleared up the vegeta-
tion surrounding the fort. 

 
As the dunes are home to the sand 

lizards, a protected species.  It was 
important for us to have surveys con-

ducted,  to see if any of these lizards 
resided on the fort.  As part of the 

survey we were required to lay  roof-
ing felt down in and around the fort.  

Lizards are particularly attracted the 
warmth the felt gives off, this is a 

recognised procedure for surveys of 

this type.   
 

We would like to thank Travis  
Perkins and Andy Harris for their sup-

port and their generous donation of the 
roofing felt that made this survey possi-

ble.  No lizards were  found on the fort 
during the surveys. 

 
All the surveys have now been conduct-

ed and we have been given the all clear 
from the relevant societies.     

 
Details of these surveys can be  

found on our website at  
www. Littlehamptonfort.co.uk   

H E L P  U S  S A V E  T H E  F O R T  
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Fundraising has been low this year, because previously, our fundraising has run in  

conjunction with our recruitment drives. This year has seen our volunteer list reach 
a healthy 106 volunteers and therefore no recruitment drives have been necessary.  
 
We did however attend the Littlehampton Town Show where we raised a small amount and received a Grant from 

the Littlehampton Town Council which has boosted our funds. 
 
We have had some breaking news come through, read on to find out the exciting news.... 

 
If interested in getting involved with the fundraising or have any ideas please 
contact Bill on bill@littlehamptonfort.co.uk  

Fundraising in 2013 

 Our Wish list to Santa…. 

M E M B E R S  N E W S L E T T E R  

The fort is always in need of help in  
obtaining items needed to carry out our 
tasks from stationary to personal protec-
tion equipment and small tools.  
 
Any donations of items would be greatly 
appreciated. Some items such as hard 
hats must be unused and new, whereas 
others could be good quality used goods.  
 
If you can help and are interested in  
donating anything form the wish list 
please contact Carine for further details 
of the items by email on:   
 
secretary@littlehamtonfort.co.uk 

Do you do your grocery shopping 

online? Or plan to over the festive 

season? Tesco will donate up to 3%! 

 

With Christmas fast approaching, now 

is the perfect time to try and  raise 

awareness to the benefits of using  

easyfundraising. With many sites com-

monly used for Christmas shopping, 

attached to this easy way of raising 

funds, now is a good time to invite 

friends and family to use the easy 

fundraising site.      

       

The site can be accessed at http://

www.easyfundraising.org.uk  

Its Christmas time! 
 

Easyfundraising.org.uk helps charities, 

schools, sports clubs, community 

groups, and other good causes to 

raise money when their supporters 

shop online.   

 

You can shop with over 2,000 well 

known stores and each will donate up 

to 15% of what you spend. For    

example, John Lewis will donate 2.5%, 

Amazon 2.5%, and The Body Shop 

10%.   

 

Raising Awareness... 

H E L P  U S  S A V E  T H E  F O R T  

mailto:bill@littlehamptonfort.co.uk
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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On 14th September 2014 we attended 

the annual town show that is held by the 
Littlehampton town council on a yearly 

basis. We had two stalls at the show 
which were generously donated by the 

Town Council, we would like to thank 
them for allowing us this space and once 

again for their continued support in our 
project.  This was reiterated by the 

Town Mayor, Joyce Bowyer who visited 
the store to say that she would like to 

help wherever she could. 
 

We had a variety of military items on 
show, that attracted some positive at-

tention to our stall.  
 

On the stall this year we had some new 
items of the military uniform from the 

Napoleonic times.  These were kindly 

loaned to us by Steve Leggett from Victorian 

Strollers, and feel these items had a positive 
effect on our stall. Many thanks to Steve for 

allowing us to use this for our showcase.  
 

Between the sales of merchandise, game stall 
and donations we raised £33 pounds.  

Although the weather was against us this 
year we feel we still raised a significant 

amount of interest in our project.  
 

 
 

We would like to say a special thank you to 

Dave and Mel Harris for helping to set up 
and run our game stall and a further thank 

you to Allen Drew for helping to set up and 
run the main stall throughout the day. assist-

ing with what was needed.  
 

Thank you to all who came and visited and 
showed their support to us on the day.   

Breaking news is that I have been in touch with the Heritage Lottery Fund, and have put a proposal forward 

to them for funding. They have contacted me back and have stated that at the present time, the Adur and 
Arun areas are being targeted for funding ,and they have shown a great interest in the Littlehampton Fort 
Restoration Project. 
 

They have asked us to put forward our plans, and have offered their support.  They have asked for a meet-
ing with the management team and a representative from English Heritage in the early part of next year 
 

Watch the web site for information as we receive any news. 
 
Bill Dalson 

M E M B E R S  N E W S L E T T E R  

The Game Stall 

run by Dave and 

Mel Harris 

2013 Littlehampton Town Show 

H E L P  U S  S A V E  T H E  F O R T  

Heritage Lottery Fund 
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December 20th 1860  

Newspaper Extract  

 

Littlehampton: ALARMING ACCIDENT.  

A private soldier at the fort who had been sent 

from the barracks, at Chichester, on Friday, in an 

attempt to come into the river at the mouth of 

the harbour, and the water being out, fell on 

rough ground – a depth of 14 feet; but strange to 

say, received no serious injury, as, under the at-

tention of Dr Candy who was quickly on the spot, 

he is likely to recover.  

 

Had the tide been up, so strong is the current 

there - no possible effort could have saved him 

from drowning. The likelihood of an accident of 

By Bill Dalson 

this kind, by the works being on a level ground on 

the west side, has been long predicted; but more 

confidently so, we may add, as a caution, an acci-

dent by the upsetting of the boat constantly pass-

ing to and fro often by soldiers - so unskilled in 

boating - at the most dangerous part of the river.  

Research 
This year has seen a low amount of research results due to trying to 

research WW11 at the fort. This has proved very difficult. We know for 
certain that the Home Guard were at the fort during the period but no 
records survive of their presence. Hilary, our lead researcher, has  
however written an essay on WW11 in the local area.  This can be   

accessed on our website for you to read. A massive thank you to Hilary 
for her efforts once again. 
 

Looking forward, once we get onto the fort and start clearance, we will 
no doubt find evidence of items, be it WW11 finds or from the Victorian 
era. This will need to be recorded and researched as items are found. 

Once again if you have an urge to join the research members please feel 
free to join the forum which can be accessed on the web site. 
 

Thank you 
Bill 

If interested in doing some research for us,  

contact Bill on bill@littlehamptonfort.co.uk  

M E M B E R S  N E W S L E T T E R  

Alarming Accident 

Account at the Fort in 

December 1860 

H E L P  U S  S A V E  T H E  F O R T  

mailto:bill@littlehamptonfort.co.uk
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M E M B E R S  N E W S L E T T E R  

“I would like to wish you and your family a wonderful 
Christmas and New Year, and to thank you for your 
continued support in 2013 and hope this will continue as 
we move in to 2014.” 

Andy Orpin, Chairman and Project manager 

“Looking forward to an exciting 2014 and working 
with you all in my new role.  Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year to you all ” 
 

Carine Harvey, Secretary 

“During this recession and with the austerity 

measures in place, spend wisely, drink carefully and 

party like crazy. Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year. Looking forward to an exciting year 

ahead.” 

“This year has seen a lot of ‘behind the scene’ activity 
and not much for you all to be involved in, however in 

2013 we have moved forward in many ways. Let’s all 
look forward to a hands on and productive 2014.  

A very merry Xmas and a happy new year to you all” 
 

Bill Dalson, Researcher and Fundraising coordinator 

 
“Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year” 
 
 
John Rhodes, Business and It Advisor 

H E L P  U S  S A V E  T H E  F O R T  



For Sale 

We have a variety of  

merchandise available for  

purchase from nice warm 

fleeces for our cold upcoming 

winter to pens, wristbands 

and more…  

P A G E  9  

Price list 
 

Fort Silicone Wrist Band   £1.00 

 

Fort Bookmarks     £1.00 

 

Fort Oversized Postcards   £1.50 

 

Fort Black Pens (with rubber grips)   £1.50 

 

Fort Baseball Caps, Black   £7.99 

 

Half pint engrave glass    £5.99 

 

Pint engraved glass     £7.99 

 
Order online or at the next Fort Event. 

www.littlehamptonfort.co.uk 

 

Merchandise for Sale 

M E M B E R S  N E W S L E T T E R  

H E L P  U S  S A V E  T H E  F O R T  



We are currently still waiting to hear from the 

Littlehampton Golf Club . 

 

We have plans on the cards to start volunteers 

inductions as soon as possible and were hoping 

to be able to pencil in some of these dates.  

However without confirmation form the Golf 

Club we are still unable to pencil these in. 

 

Bill Dalson, our fundraising coordinator is  

currently looking at what events we can get  

involved in to raise some funds and what events 

we can run for our members and volunteers. 

 

We will keep you updated of any upcoming 

dates. However if you have any ideas please feel 

free to contact Bill on  

bill@littlehamptonfort.co.uk  
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Dates and Events 

 14th Valentines Day 

DECEMBER 2013 

M Tu W Th Fr Sa Su

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

JANUARY 2014 

M Tu W Th Fr Sa Su

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

FEBRUARY 2014  

M Tu W Th Fr Sa S

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28   

 25th Christmas 

 26 Boxing Day 

 1st New Years day 

M E M B E R S  N E W S L E T T E R  

H E L P  U S  S A V E  T H E  F O R T  

I have really enjoyed writing this first newslet-

ter as the new Secretary, and hope that you 

have enjoyed reading it as much as I enjoyed 

putting it together. I have tried to incorporate 

all the events and as much news as possible, 

and feel that it has given a good overview of 

where the project currently is ,and our ex-

citement for what 2014 may hold. 

 

I am aware this newsletter was very overdue 

and will now be working hard on the next 

edition which will be due in March 2014. 

Quarterly newsletters will follow after that in 

June, September and December 2014. 

 

I am always looking for new ideas or stories 

and would welcome some feedback from the 

readers, as after all this is your newsletter and 

would like it to feature aspects you are inter-

ested in.   

Editors Note... 

I’m really excited about next year and will 

hopefully be able to send you all an update 

soon with some good news, and some dates 

to pencil in your diary, as we hopefully hit the 

ground running in 2014. 

 

If you have any comments or feedback about 

this newsletter or have any ideas or topics 

you would like to see in the next issue, then 

please feel free to contact me on the secre-

tary’s email address here below, or write to 

me at the address on the contacts page. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you... 

 

Carine Harvey  -  Secretary 

Littlehampton Fort Restoration Project  

secretary@littlehamptonfort.co.uk  

 

mailto:bill@littlehamptonfort.co.uk


 

Management Team Contact Details 

Chairman & Project Manager 

Andy Orpin                                                           

Email: andy@littlehamptonfort.co.uk                         

Mobile:  07830 192195 

 Secretary 
Carine Harvey                                                       

Email:  secretary@littlehamptonfort.co.uk 

 Treasurer 
Maddy Boone                                                         

Email: treasurer@littlehamptonfort.co.uk  

Research & Fundraising Co-ordinator 
Bill Dalson                                                             

Email: bill@littlehamptonfort.co.uk 

 Business & IT Advisor 
John Rhodes                                                          

Email:  john@littlehamptonfort.co.uk 

Littlehampton Fort Restoration Project 

C/o Wick Information Centre 

76 Wick Street 

Littlehampton 

BN17 7JS 

M E M B E R S  N E W S L E T T E R  

H E L P  U S  S A V E  T H E  F O R T  

Find us on our website, Facebook and Twitter 

      https://twitter.com/Lit_Fort  https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Littlehampton-Fort-Restoration-
Project/215288511839583?fref=ts  

http://www.littlehamptonfort.co.uk  

mailto:andy@littlehamptonfort.co.uk
mailto:secretary@littlehamptonfort.co.uk
https://twitter.com/Lit_Fort
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Littlehampton-Fort-Restoration-Project/215288511839583?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Littlehampton-Fort-Restoration-Project/215288511839583?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Littlehampton-Fort-Restoration-Project/215288511839583?fref=ts
http://www.littlehamptonfort.co.uk/

